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WHO WE ARE
Fondazione De La Salle Solidarietà Internazionale ONLUS is a non-profit
organization, committed to the realization of solidarity and development
projects in the field of education throughout the world. We are the main
fundraising tool of the De La Salle Institute, which has 1100 educational
works, in 80 countries around the world, serving more than one million
students. Our role is to support educational centers in the most fragile
contexts working with the most vulnerable populations.
Through schools we listen to the needs of the realities of those around us
and respond with integrated and sustainable programs so that our centers
become a driver of development for the whole community.

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS PROMOTED IN 2019
In every programme we carry out, our first objective is to safeguard the rights of
children and young people.
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RIGHT TO
GO TO SCHOOL

RIGHT TO
SAFETY

RIGHT TO
HEALTHY FOOD

RIGHT TO
MEDICAL CARE

RIGHT TO
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

RIGHT TO
PLAY AND FREE TIME

DISCOVER MORE
BY VISITING OUR
WEBSITE

99 PROJECTS
33 COUNTRIES
10 MILLION EUROS
in 2019
Starting from our educational
community, we carry out
a wide range of
projects, which meet
the specific needs
of our
beneficiaries,
contributing to
the
achievement of
one
or more of the
United Nations
Sustainable
Development Goals.
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in 2019
We supported the work of

14 schools and 6 tertiary
education institutions
in 14 countries
around the world

supporting

6218 students

1556 scholarships,
for children and youth in
vulnerable conditions
We helped

773 women and girls
and training for their future

2838 educators have been trained
on child protection, resiliency and innovative
pedagogy

155
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Tutors
of Resilience

Our mission is to promote fair and inclusive education, that is, to
create educational opportunities suitable for everyone throughout
the world.
We are committed to building new educational centers, formal
and non-formal, in rural and at-risk areas, working alongside our
schools, at all levels, to improve and expand their facilities and
educational curriculum so as to reach more children, young people,
and adults who would not otherwise have access to education.
We work every day to provide schools with clean water, cafeterias,
student residences and workshops.
We provide scholarships and implement specific programs to
promote the inclusion of the most marginalized social groups,
women and girls, and students with special needs.
We anticipate the needs of the areas in which we operate and
the local labour market, to start vocational training courses that
represent a second chance for young people who have dropped
out of school.

continue their studies

of whom

EDUCATION FOR ALL

in 8 countries
supporting

27,000 students

Education for all also means preparing educators to make the
school a safe and resilient environment and we do this by organizing
annual training courses around the world for the protection of
children's rights, resiliency and innovative pedagogy.
By creating an educational opportunity for all, we offer our students
the most important and powerful tool for making the world a fairer
and more sustainable place.

A NEW SCHOOL IN RUMBEK, SOUTH SUDAN
In February 2018, we began our work to build a new school in Rumbek,
South Sudan, the world's youngest country, which became independent
in 2011. Since 2013, a new civil conflict has broken out in the country,
destroying many schools and depriving nearly 2 million children and
young people of their right to education. For this reason we decided
to build a new secondary school, equipped with a student residence,
teacher accommodations and school cafeteria.
As of June 2019, 73 students have been able to attend classes at their
new school.
The entire campus was completed in March 2020, with 150 students
enrolled and 5 teachers.

A COMPUTER LAB IN INDIA
Most of the Indian population lives in rural areas and small towns, where
the country's great IT progress has not arrived. As society moves towards
the digitization of services, those who have not received digital education
remain cut off, especially if they are part of an historically discriminated
group such as the Dalit.
For this reason, we have set up a digital laboratory within our school,
"Bishop Joseph Thumma (BJT) Junior and Degree College" which offers
quality education to young people in the most vulnerable communities
in Keesara, West India.
Through computer studies, we not only help students to train for their
future, but we also make sure that an historically marginalised group is
not left behind.

6

COURSES ON CHILD SAFEGUARD IN PERU
Many children and young people in Peru are in extremely fragile
conditions. Because of the poverty of their families, children are often
exposed to malnutrition, child labour, leaving school early, and physical
and psychological abuse.
For this reason, together with our local partners, we have launched a
training program on the protection of children's rights, aimed at teachers,
students and parents of five of our educational centers in Apurímac, Cusco,
San Juan de Lurigancho, Ventanilla and Ica.
In 2019, 179 teachers were trained on the implementation of a protocol for
the protection of children in each school and 1,081 parents were involved
in psychological training on their role in the growth of the child, active
listening, emotion management, and self-esteem.

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS IN DRC
In the Democratic Republic of Congo, half of the girls between the ages
of 5 and 17 do not go to school and most of them do not finish school, due
to marriage, early pregnancies, and child labour.
To help them, we fund 80 scholarships each year for primary and
secondary school students at our Kunda Dia Zayi Institute in Tumba (DRC).
The School promotes a sewing training program for girls who have
dropped out of school, which also includes literacy, arithmetic and social
skills.
Being able to live on campus with their children during the week was
essential for the participants, who are often teenage mothers.
The training lasts 4 months and is aimed at 4 cohorts of 30 girls each year.
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HEALTHY LIVING AND SUSTAINABILITY
For us, working towards sustainability means promoting the social,
economic, and environmental well-being of the communities in which
we operate so that future generations can have the same resources and
quality of life.
The underlying aim of all our initiatives is to improve the living standards
of those we serve so that they can enjoy a healthy and happy life in
sustainable and resilient communities.

in 2019
we carried out

2 projects for the installation of

of irrigation systems
powered by solar panels

2 projects to bring

clean and potable water
We pursue this objective starting from the hiring of exclusively
local workers and implementing each project with the necessary
characteristics to ensure long term duration and maximize impact.
Through our educational communities, we initiate programs for access
to clean water and food security to ensure and teach proper nutrition.
We support projects to promote access to medicine and hygienehealth materials in order to promote greater awareness of good hygiene
practices and reduce the levels of vulnerability and isolation of those
we serve.
We equip our schools with green and cultivable areas, where they
can learn to care for the land with modern cultivation and irrigation
techniques, and we supply our facilities with the clean energy of solar
panels.

thanks to the energy of solar panels
supporting more than

14,000 people

3 projects to facilitate

access to health services

2 programs for

long-term food security
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A NUTRITIONAL PROGRAM IN ERITREA
In Hagaz, Eritrea, you will find our agro-technical school "HATS", created to
welcome students from all cultural groups and all religions of Eritrea.
By training students and working together - in agriculture, zootechnics, and
product processing - the school not only provides quality education and job
opportunities but also promotes peace between different groups.
On the campus, there is a farm for the production of cheese, yogurt, jam,
wine, and vegetables, which brings the necessary resources to the school to
allow students free access.
In particular, the prickly pear jam that is produced is largely distributed free
of charge to clinics and educational centers throughout the country as food
support to fight malnutrition.

A NEW IRRIGATION SYSTEM IN BURKINA FASO
Our agricultural training center C.L.I.M.A (Centre Lasallien pour l'Initiation
aux Métiers de l'Agriculture) is located in the rural area around
Bérégadougou, Burkina Faso. The center offers a two-year residential
program for 24 farming families in the fields of cultivation, breeding,
and fish farming. Annually, the center also offers professional training
courses to about 45 young people. In 2019, we installed a drip irrigation
system, which will allow participants to train on water-saving irrigation
and improve the yield of different C.L.I.M.A. crops (horticulture, cereals,
citrus fruits, mangoes, papayas, bananas, and cashews).
The system is powered by the clean and renewable energy of solar
panels, with a view to long-term environmental sustainability and care of
resources promoted by the program.
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CLEAN WATER FOR ILE DE LA TORTUE, HAITI
Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere, and one of the
most fragile communities is Ile de la Tortue, an island located in the
north-west part of the country. There are no rivers, and the only sources
of water are in a mountainous area, many kilometers from the villages.
The lack of clean water compromises almost every aspect of daily life.
Sanitary conditions on the island are precarious, and most of the children
suffer from malnutrition. In December 2019, we completed a project to
bring water to 14,000 people.
We built a water system to capture water from the spring (source "Nan
Zol") and bring it through distribution kiosks in 9 villages. Additionally, we
have trained 10 local craftsmen on system maintenance and 1000 citizens
on water care and conservation.

A NEW WELL IN INDIA
In Madurai, in South India, our "Boys' Town - St. Moritz La Salle Industrial
School" offers technical, industrial, and agricultural education to the most
vulnerable young people in the area.
Agricultural education aims, in particular, to promote more efficient and
respectful use of resources through new technologies and procedures.
With this in mind, we have started a project for the modernization of the
irrigation system for palm tree cultivation.
A new well, powered by solar panels, allows the drip irrigation of 800
trees per week.
In this way, we not only train our students with the most advanced
techniques, but we promote long-term sustainability with a system that
can counteract major droughts.
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SOLIDARITY IN
EMERGENCIES
FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED
PERSONS IN BURKINA FASO
Since 2015 Burkina Faso has been shaken by violent terrorist
attacks, which have forced 2,024 schools to close, leaving
330,000 children without education. More than 289,000
people have fled their homes to take refuge in safer cities,
including Nouna and Kongoussi, which alone has taken in
20,000 displaced persons. In these cities, there are two of
our schools, through which we have launched a humanitarian
program to welcome and distribute basic necessities to 100
families. Additionally, scholarships have been awarded to
100 children to enable them to continue to receive quality
education and remain in the school environment safe from
affiliations with extremist groups.
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AID FOR MOZAMBIQUE DUE TO
CYCLONE IDAI
In March 2019, Cyclone Idai devastated southeast Africa,
crossing Mozambique, Malawi, and Zimbabwe. On March
15, the cyclone arrived in the city of Beira, a key port for
Mozambique, where we have two schools serving 3,800
students: La Salle College and Joao XXIII College, and an
educational center for vulnerable children and youth, the
Centro Educacional e Assistencial La Salle (CEALS).
Our structures survived the storm but there was major
damage, such as the loss of some parts of the roofs and the
fall of many trees that made the courtyards uninhabitable.
In response to this emergency, we launched a solidarity appeal,
which allowed us to rebuild the structures immediately and
to resume educational activities as soon as possible.
Because of these efforts, pupils in their final year of study
were able to graduate.
Additionally, to help our students recover from their trauma,
we have organized a course for resilience to train educators
in our schools.

FOR SYRIAN AND IRAQI REFUGEES
IN LEBANON
2019 marks the eighth anniversary of the beginning of
the war in Syria. More than a million Syrians have taken
refuge in their nearest country, Lebanon, as have many
Iraqis who fled ISIS religious persecution.
The living conditions of many refugees are below the
extreme poverty line, with dilapidated houses, lack of
water, food, and education for children.
Since 2016 we have chosen to intervene with the creation
of the Fratelli Project*, two socio-educational centers
located in Beirut and on the outskirts of Saida. Fratelli
welcomes refugee children and young people, educating
those who otherwise would not have access to formal
education, helping those attending government refugee
schools, and preparing those eligible for admission to
public schools.
In the two centers, there is always psycho-social support,
training, and vocational training for young adults (often
mothers or siblings of children), and sports activities in
collaboration with Fundación Real Madrid.

A NUTRITIONAL PROGRAM
FOR VENEZUELA
Venezuela is facing the toughest socio-economic crisis
in its history. In the last 4 years, this South American
country has entered a spiral of hyperinflation.
This has led to growing political discontent, resulting in
riots among the population, widespread violence, lack
of food and medicine, and massive emigration from
the country. Around four million Venezuelans have
left the country, including many of our teachers and
administrative staff. Student attendance in schools has
fallen dramatically.
Many Venezuelans eat only one meal a day, and parents
have reached the point where they prefer to let their
children sleep in the morning so that they feel less
hungry.
This is why we have launched a solidarity appeal that
has allowed us to provide a daily meal in three of our
schools, assisting 2,780 students.

13
*Project in partnership between the De La Salle Brothers and the Marist Brothers.

INTERNATIONAL
VOLUNTEERING
Since September 2018, we have been working on International
Volunteering projects to foster connections between people
around the world and to promote the culture of volunteering.
We offer the opportunity to serve in Lasallian educational
communities in five continents, as a short (minimum three
months) or long term volunteer.
Participants must be 18 years of age or older and there is no
age limit to get involved in an experience of solidarity and
international cooperation, and live the culture and history of
another country.
You can also be a part of this as a Universal Civil Service
volunteer and through other EU funded programmes.
For more information, please contact Eleonora Munaretto
emunaretto@lasalle.org.
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GABRIELE
23 YEARS OLD, ITALIAN
Volunteer at the School Institute Fe y Alegria N°43, Ventanilla, Peru.
"My volunteer project started with the idea of finishing my degree in Professional
Education with a thesis on the Italian and Peruvian educational systems.
That is why I was proposed to volunteer at the Lasallian school Fe y Alegria
Institute N° 43, in Ventanilla, Peru, with the local Lasallian NGO "Tarpusunchis". In
Ventanilla, as in many parts of Peru, many children are forced to work and do not
have the opportunity to go to school or tutor.
My work as a volunteer was to carry out an Educational Project to tutor four
pupils by organizing after-school activities that addressed students’ difficulties
and to help them realize their academic potential."

MARGOT
19 YEARS OLD, FRENCH
Volunteer at CasArcobaleno, Scampia (Naples), Italy
"After graduation, I decided to take a sabbatical year and become a volunteer to
discover a new horizon before committing myself to higher education. So I flew
to Scampia, a neighborhood north of Naples, Italy where the Lasallian community
has created a second chance school called "CasArcobaleno". I worked with young
people in different areas: teaching, workshops, games, gatherings, etc. I was also
involved in the school. No two days were the same! Words would not be enough
to explain this year of my life, nor what I learned. I do not see Scampia as described
in the newspapers: a world made up only of violence, fear, and suffering. I have
seen a neighborhood full of life where children are like all other children in the
world, even if their life is not always easy."
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EMILY
25 YEARS OLD, AMERICAN.
Volunteer at the Fratelli Project, Saida and Beirut, Lebanon
"During my time as a volunteer, I had the opportunity to “wear many hats” here at
Fratelli, some of which included: teaching English, grant writing, home visits, and
more! My experience in Lebanon has transformed my perspective of this country
and the entire region as a whole. There is not a part of me that has remained
untouched. A mouth that can speak new languages. Eyes that have seen shelters,
political protest, generosity, and Lebanese pride. Ears that are still ringing of the
delightful shrieks of “FRATELLIIIIIIII” as we would drive or walk by our student's
homes. And of course, my heart that has been touched by the overwhelming
sense of family and familiarity the Lebanese and Syrians have shown to me."

LUCIANA
65 YEARS OLD, ITALIAN
Volunteer at Intiganda Center, Butare/Huye, Rwanda
"After 40 years of work as a social worker in Italy, having retired, I was finally able
to realize the desire to engage in a project of cooperation and volunteering.
I spent three months at the Intiganda Center, which hosts about 40-50 young
people from 6 to 18 years old. Supported by the staff of the Center I started to
collaborate in the kitchen, to organize walks, games, and snacks outside the
Center, and to accompany the children to the health centers and the local hospital.
My experience as a social worker certainly helped me, but also my family life
and being a mother. I am more and more convinced that there is no age limit for
volunteering; on the contrary I believe that with maturity this experience can be
faced with greater availability, wisdom and awareness."
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WORKSHOPS FOR
SCHOOLS
In a network with other solidarity organizations, we carry
out an international development education campaign for
schools every year, which deepens one of the 17 United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
Thanks to the creation of educational materials, audio-visual
and laboratory activities, we involve students of all ages in
an educational journey to understand the globalized world.
Our aim is to promote a critical and committed awareness
of reality and to build together an active global citizenship
that generates new models based on social justice, equity,
and solidarity.
We have involved more than 2000 students, coming from
16 Italian schools, in the campaign "Now and always,
positive agents of change", focused on the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal n. 5: "Achieving gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls."
If you are interested in participating in this initiative, as a
formal or non-formal educational center, please contact
lballerini@lasalle.org.
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THE BEYOND THE
BORDERS INITIATIVES
The Beyond the Borders initiatives are educational communities located in
fragile and isolated contexts, united by the common goal of promoting the
full educational, economic and social integration of the most marginalized
groups, migrants and refugees.
Among the Beyond Borders initiatives, there is the construction of La Salle
School – Rumbek, South Sudan, where the long conflict has compromised
the chances of access to education; the Bamboo School in Thailand,
on the border with Myanmar, originally built with bamboo logs, which
accommodates migrant families considered stateless; the Além project,
in the heart of the Amazon, on the tri-border between Brazil, Colombia and
Peru, meeting the educational needs of young people and the indigenous
population at risk of social exclusion and human trafficking; the opening
of a new international educational community in the Molenbeek district
of Brussels; a technical school in Papua New Guinea, where 50 percent
of young people do not have access to secondary education; volunteer
programs to understand the migratory reality of the U.S.-Mexico border or
the American Indian community of the "Blackfeet" Reserve.
All of these educational communities welcome volunteers from all over
the world to share their commitment to the most vulnerable sections of
the population.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO?
You can become an international volunteer
Contact emunaretto@lasalle.org

You can support our work with a donation
Iban IT52 R056 9603 2070 0000 7241 X70

You can participate in the Education to Development Campaign
Contact lballerini@lasalle.org

You can follow us on social media
@DeLaSalleOnlus
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OUR TEAM
Amilcare Boccuccia (FSC): Executive Director
Téfio Raoul Traoré (FSC): Associate Director-Solidarity and Development
Angela Matulli: Associate Director-Development
Peter Stemp: Associate Director-Solidarity
Serena Pegorin: Project Manager
Laura Ballerini: Communication Director
Eleonora Munaretto: International Volunteer Coordinator

