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Special
Thanks

This story is our gift to you, in order to
show you how many things have been
made possible because of your help.
Our heartfelt thanks also to
the international and Lasallian
organizations that have contributed to
the reconstruction of the schools and the
humanitarian aid program.

Our schools

Many thanks to the three Lasallian
schools in Beirut for sharing with us the
great difficulties of this past year, the
traumas they suffered, the hopes for the
future.
And now we tell this story to you.

Collège Sacré-Coeur
This ancient building is located in the Gemmayzé
area, close to the city's port; that is the reason
why it was the most affected by the explosion
on August 4, 2020. This school accompanies its
1588 students from kindergarten to secondary
education.

Ecole Saint Vincent
de Paul
Located in the Bourj Hammoud area, this
school not only provides education for
600 male and female students, but also
hosts a section of the Fratelli Project, a
socio-educational programme aimed
at refugee children of Iraqi origin. The
centre suffered serious damage
following the explosion, including
the loss of doors and windows
and damage to the structure.

Collège Notre Dame
This primary and secondary school is located in the Furn
el Chebbak area of Beirut and serves 960 students. It was
the centre least damaged by the explosion and the first to
be completed.

Fadi Sfeir FSC

Visitor of the District of Proche Orient
The explosion on August 4, 2020 was a tragedy. But this
experience allowed us to see how many people are sensitive
to our mission and how many believe in education and consider it
important. I would like to thank everyone who helped us and gave us
support at this difficult time.
Another great surprise happened the day after the explosion: one hundred
and fifty people from all over the city rushed to help clean the schools from the
rubble. Thanks to all of them for this gesture of great solidarity.
After that day, many of our families had lost everything: their homes, their jobs... thanks
to the aid we received, thanks to you, the schools were able to stand by these families
and give a testimony of solidarity.
Today, after one year, the schools have been reconstructed, actually renovated! But the crisis
continues. We must support our educational and administrative staff, our families, our students.
Once again, I thank you for the support you have provided us during this crisis. Thanks to those who
think of us and to those who think of supporting education in Lebanon, which is essential to preserve our
identity and our history, which lives every day in the hearts of women and men.

Thank you all.

AUGUST 4, 2020

THE EXPLOSION
It’s about 6 p.m. on August 4, 2020 when the citizens of Beirut, the Lebanese
capital, notice a column of black smoke coming from the port. What looked like
just a small fire soon reached one of the hangars, where 2,700 tons of ammonium
nitrate had been stored for years. Dozens of smartphones are now pointing at the
port, when the ammonium catches fire and causes first a small and then a violent
explosion that rips through the centre of Beirut.
The force of the shock swept away doors and windows in a rain of glass shards
and caused some buildings to collapse.
6,500 people were injured in this tragedy and 214 lost their lives.
Today the city still bears the scars of what was the worst non-nuclear explosion
in history. Buildings near the port are covered by scaffolding, and instead of doors
and windows, they display banners of solidarity with the victims and protest
against a catastrophe that has aggravated the already tense situation of a country
in economic and health crisis.

“

On the day of the explosion I had gone shopping
at the mall with my sister. There were so many
people there. I really remember thinking that
despite the COVID-19 there were really a lot of
When the explosion happened, I was there. I was
with my son at the Collèege Sacré-Coeur.
people.
We got there at 5.50 p.m. because my son had an
At one point we heard a very loud noise, it was
appointment at 6 p.m. We had seen the firemen
the first explosion. As Lebanese, we immediately
on the street but didn’t know why there was black
realized it was an explosion and we hid under a
smoke at the port.
table. Shortly afterwards there was the second
It’s amazing how fate turned out: my son’s
and real explosion. Everything collapsed.
appointment was moved to 6.15 p.m. so luckily, we
There was no electricity, we couldn’t see
were together when it all happened.
anything because of the smoke and we could
At one point we heard a loud noise and some signs
in the sky and I said, “It’s probably just a passing
only hear screaming and crying.
plane”. I didn’t have time to finish the sentence.
The floor was full of broken glass and debris and
Everything exploded. We thought it was a bombing
on my way out of the mall I fell down and hurt my
raid. I had the reflex to hide under the stairs.
leg. We decided to go to the hospital, but we left
We were stuck down there while everything
the car there, because we were afraid it wasn’t
collapsed and when we got out, we were injured
over and that there would be another explosion.
and had to go to the hospital. Fortunately, I was
We walked to the nearest hospital, but it was so
able to drive.
full of people with injuries so much worse than
I remember the silence of that day. I saw injured
mine that I decided not to go in. We waited out
and dead people along the road, I saw people
crying and screaming, but I couldn’t hear anything.
there for my husband to come and get us.
For a long time, I have not been able to walk by
I only remember the silence.
the windows. I am afraid every day that it might
happen again.

”

Marie-Thérèse teacher and coordinator of the
Collège Notre Dame, mother of a student at
the Collège Sacre Coeur School.

”

Maya, Science teacher at Collège Notre Dame

Volunteers
working to
help schools

A few days after the tragedy of 4
August, hundreds of people, including
alumni, teachers, students or simply
people who cared about the school,
rushed to our centres to help clean up
the rubble
That incredible gesture of solidarity
allowed us to begin renovation work
immediately!

The day after the explosion, we
launched a humanitarian appeal under
the #LaSalleForBeirut which enabled
us to raise 1.8 million US Dollars.

In sinergy with other local
organizations, we started a
program aimed at distributing
1200 hot meals daily.

The food program continued
throughout the year with the distribution
of food packs for families in need.
And it continues to this day!

Work begins

The damage to the schools was
huge. There was very little time to
restore them before the start of the
school year.
It was necessary to act quickly
and so it was done, thanks to your
help. In each of the three schools,
renovation work began immediately
to be ready to welcome our students.
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Rodolphe Abboud

Director of the school

Because the school is very close to the port of
Beirut, there was damage to 80% of the structure.
A catastrophe. We had two choices: despair and
abandon everything or hold out and see what we could
do to renovate the school. The explosion happened a month
before school started in September, so we had to act fast. We
contacted an old student, an architect who had been a student of
mine; he drafted a renovation plan, and off we went.
Our priority right away was classrooms, so we could welcome our
students back. And we were able to open the school on the first day of the
academic year in-person. I remember very well that in the days following the
explosion many volunteers came: young people, former students, people who knew
the school. Most of what was destroyed was wood, so doors and windows...
and there are hundreds of them here!

There were also some walls and equipment destroyed, especially in the administration offices.
After a few months, we had already restored more than 50% of what had been destroyed.
When it was allowed to resume in-person education, we were ready to welcome back our students
and their parents. Not only were we able to restore the school, we were able to improve it!
We redesigned the spaces from a pedagogical perspective and improved them for our
students.
During the rest of the school year, Lebanon had long lockdown periods and we
experimented with online learning. We realized that many of our students did not
have a computer, or only had one, with more children at home who were also
in need of computer.
As a school we were able to collect and purchase numerous computers
that were given to students who needed them and were returned
to us at the end of the year, so that we can now give them again
to those who need them if there are more lockdowns.
It has been a very challenging time. The teachers did
their best to help our students.
With the new school year, the situation is even
worse. The economic crisis, the lack of
petrol for transport, the inflation of
our currency. These are the new
challenges to which we must
respond, as schools and
as La Salle.
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“

“

When the explosion happened, I was
alone at home and I was very scared.
For a long time, I didn’t leave the house
and I asked my mother not to go out
either.
I was traumatized. I saw the videos
of our school being destroyed and I
couldn’t believe it.
It was really important to go back to
school, meet my classmates again and
resume normalcy.
Now our school is even better than
before!

”

Adolphe, student at Collège du Sacré Coeur.

Last year was really challenging for me.
With COVID-19, we couldn’t go out and
we had online classes.
I had a really hard time adjusting to this
new method. I worked a lot on myself
and maintained my grades.
For me, studying in this school is a dream.
I was very sorry to see it destroyed.
When I came back to the school, I
couldn’t believe it!
It was just like before, even more
beautiful! I’m really happy that I can
go back to school

”

Christa Maria, student at Collège du Sacré Coeur
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Richard Fares

Director of the school

The explosion on 4 August worsened an already
very tense situation in the country, which is
exhausted by both the economic and health crisis.
Our first objective during this year has always been to
ensure the education of our students, and for this we thank
the Fondazione De La Salle Solidarietà Internazionale in Rome
and the Société de Saint Vincent de Paul for the aid they have
requested on our behalf.
Thanks to the great support we have received, we have been able to carry
out our educational mission without interruption.
The explosion caused many windows to shatter, triggering a shower of glass and
damaging many of the interior rooms, the facade, the courtyard outside, the early
childhood area and the chapel.
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We began the renovation work with the priority of giving children and young people their
spaces back and we succeeded in doing so in time for the students to return to attendance.
Last year was very difficult due to both the economic and health crisis.
We realized that only 30 percent of our students could attend online classes, so we
worked to distribute laptops to them, open the classrooms so that those who
couldn't afford internet subscriptions could come, and equip our classrooms
with interactive whiteboards.
Teachers have done a lot of training to help students and their
parents approach online learning and learn how to improve the
communication in this new way.
We have assisted many families by providing them with
educational materials and starting a food program for
them and the teachers.
The families are in great difficulty, they cannot
afford their children's education, healthy and
nutritious food and medicine.
The whole school community has
stepped up to support families and
during the summer we even ran
a summer centre completely
free of charge!
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“
I’m a mum of three children who go
to school here. With the coronavirus,
the economic crisis and the explosion
it has been really hard. Online learning
has been challenging not only for the
children but also for us and the teachers
have been very supportive.

Today the country lacks electricity,
petrol, food, money, medicine.
Many of us have lost our jobs.
We have received great support from the
school, with food parcels and vouchers,
and for this I thank you all very much
indeed.

”

Joceline, mother of three pupils at ’École Saint
Vincent de Paul

I prefer to come to school, this year it has been
difficult to attend online classes.
After the explosion I was afraid I couldn’t go back
to school it was really sad to see it destroyed.
I thought every day that I wanted to go back to
school.

“”

Annabelle, student at Ècole Saint Vincent de Paul

It was difficult to continue as normal
business after the explosion.
Because of the pandemic we did a lot
of online learning but luckily the school
provided me with all the tools.
It has been a really hard year!

”

Christa, student at Ècole Saint Vincent de Paul
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Claire Said

Director of the school

This dramatic period in Lebanese history started
in October 2019, when the economic crisis began.
This was followed by the health crisis due to the
spread of COVID-19 and finally the explosion on August
4, 2020.

Already the day after the explosion we witnessed great solidarity
coming from everywhere: from other Lebanese, from our Lasallian
friends and from the whole world! This great affection gave us the
strength to go on and not give up.

The most important damage was caused in the kindergarten, where doors and
windows were blown out, and also in the chapel and to a lesser extent in the sections
of primary and secondary education.

Thanks to the help we received we were able to repair the structure and be ready for the school
year!
We had to adapt to many changes, including online learning, but the real urgency is the
economic crisis. The situation in the country is very serious.
The needs are so great that we couldn’t not respond.
Typically, a school doesn’t do this, but we have become actually a social
welfare centre.
We initiated a program of food, health, psychological and even
technical aid, to buy laptops and pay for internet subscriptions
to continue to ensure the education of our students even
remotely.
We had end of year exams in attendance and set up
a breakfast for everyone because we knew many
students could no longer afford it.
The economic crisis and lockdowns have
really taken a toll on families. And the
crisis is getting worse and worse.
But our wealth is our strength
and the will we have to
continue despite
everything.
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The explosion was something sudden and
unexpected, none of us could have been
ready. It broke our hearts. The people
injured; the hospitals full... really, we were
very scared. Even today many people are
afraid that it will happen again.
The school was also damaged, there
were broken doors and windows, but we
managed to go back to school, and that was
very important.

On the day of the explosion I was at home,
watching TV. Suddenly I heard a loud noise
and I thought my life would end that day.
This is how I will die. I thought I would never
see my parents and friends again.
Fortunately, I was not near the explosion and
I was not injured, but I experienced a strong
state of stress and anxiety, I did not sleep for
a week.

Our beautiful Beirut was destroyed. We will
never be the same again.
Today the country lacks electricity, petrol...
To this day we still don’t know what happened,
it's really sad. I believe this will all end
we don’t know the truth.
one day, but the question is when. Years?
My school was also damaged, but luckily
Months?
the school administration took the situation
I still don't know what I want to become
in hand and thanks to foreign aid it was
when I grow up, maybe an architect, but if
reconstructed and we were able to continue
conditions don't improve, I will have to finish
the school year.
my studies elsewhere, although I would like
I’m hoping for a miracle to get us out of this
to stay here, of course... this is my country!
situation. I hope it doesn’t last long.
We have been deprived of everything, of our
Whatever the situation, we have hope, we
lives, our dreams, our passions. I hope in my
must always keep hope, after the rain comes
future to be able to stay here, with my friends
the sun.
and my parents.

”

Marcus, student at Collège Notre Dame

”

I would like to be able to fulfil my dreams
here, in my country.
Joy, student at Collège Notre Dame

Beirut

still needs our help

Together with you, we have been
able to guarantee schooling for
hundreds of children and young
people!
Thanks to your help, we have not only
got the structures repaired, but we
have transformed the schools into
centres of assistance for the most
vulnerable, which have been able
to support families in this period of
great crisis.
We thank you on behalf of all of
them!

“

“

There are some faces that have forgotten the smile.
This crisis makes us relive the traumas of our
people’s past, but not even during the war
I often see parents crying.
was it this hard.
One father thanked me by saying that the day he
Today’s youth will be a lost generation. Those
came home with the package of food donated by
who are over 18 today will leave the country to
the school, his son was so happy that he told him
find work elsewhere. Those who are children
it was like Christmas.
today are losing their education.
They will be a lost generation.
That’s how serious our situation is.
Added to all this is the pandemic of COVID-19.
The country no longer has the means to handle
Marlene, social worker at Collège Notre Dame
the economic, political and health crisis.
Most of the families in my school are now
on the poverty line. Many parents work day
jobs, are unemployed or on wages that are no
longer worth anything. They can no longer buy
The situation is critical. Everything has become a
necessities for their families.
challenge: bring food to the table, ensuring medical
Many can no longer pay rent or food to eat. And
care, especially for those with chronic illnesses,
the food they are able to buy does not meet the
paying for books.
requirements to provide adequate nutrition for
Everything has become too expensive and the
growing children.
needs are enormous.
They can’t even buy clothes.
Families are on the verge of poverty. From our
There is a lack of electricity and not all families
school we have helped many families with food
can afford a generator. There is no petrol for
aid and other things, but all the families need
transport and therefore also to take the children
help now.
to school.
It’s really hard. They don’t know what to do
The situation is serious.
anymore.

“

”

Valerie, social worker at Ecole St Vincent de Paul

”

”

Caroline, social worker at Collège du Sacré Coeur

Tomorrow
We want to continue to support families in
need by extending the humanitarian aid
programme.

Bank Transfer

Will you help us?

Account holder : Fondazione
De La Salle Solidarietà Internazionale
ONLUS

ONLINE DONATIONS
Donate now CLICK HERE

IBAN: IT52 R056 9603 2070
00007241X70
Reason for payment: “Aid Lebanon
p.4333”

Online Donation

Donate now CLICK HERE
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lasallefoundation.org
foundation@lasalle.org
@delasalleonlus

